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cell-process that comes into action after the "primary
function " has already taken place. The primary function
would correspond to the actual performance of the cells,
viz. the production of a positive psychic process, let us
say, a representation. This performance represents an
energic process, presumably, the release of a chemical
tension, i.e. a chemical decomposition. In the wake of
this sudden discharge, termed by Gross the primary
function, the secondary function begins. It represents,
' therefore, a restitution, a rebuilding by means of assimila-
tion. This function will occupy a shorter or longer interval
in proportion to the intensity of the preceding expenditure
of energy. During such time the cell, as compared with
its former condition, is in an altered state; viz. a state of
stimulation, which cannot be without influence upon the
further psychic process. Processes that are especially
highly-toned and loaded with affect must entail an increased
expenditure of energy, hence a definitely prolonged period'
of restitution or secondary function. The effect of the
secondary function upon the psychic process is considered
by Gross to be a specific and demonstrable influencing of
the subsequent association sequence, with the particular
effect of restricting the choice of associations to the' thema'
represented in the primary function, the so-called ' leading
idea1. Not long after, as a matter of fact, I was able to
show in my own experimental work (as likewise several
of my pupils in corresponding investigations) phenomena of
perseveration1 following ideas with a high feeling-tone.
These phenomena are accessible to mathematical proof.
My pupil Dr Eberschweiler, in an investigation of speech-
phenomena, has demonstrated this same phenomenon in
assonances and agglutinations2. Furthermore, we know
1  Jung, Studies ** Word-Association.
2  Eberschweiler,   Untersuchungen ueler die sprachliche KomponenU
fa Association (Inaug. Diss. Zurich) 1908 (Allg. Zeitschr.f. PsycMatne
1908)